
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Very well done to all our Stars of the Week!  
This week’s Stars are:   
         
 
P1 Poppy B 
P2 Georgia M  
P3 Sascha M  
P4 Abaigeal M       Darcy M 
P5 Ella C    
P6 Eva Rose F       Aidan M 
P7 Jack W    Faye S 
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Beginning of year school mass 
 
Well done to all of our boys and girls for great behaviour and participation during our school mass.  
As always, they made us very proud. 

Staff Car Park 
 

Please be reminded that our staff car park is not for use by parents/grandparents or those 
doing pick-ups. If you require use of a disabled parking space, please inform the school office and 
present any official documentation before using the carpark. In the past we have had to resort to 
closing of the school gates at 2pm and 3pm due to misuse of the carpark. We do not wish to have to 
do this but the safety of our pupils is paramount. We appreciate your co-operation with this matter. 
 
 

School Closure 
 
Please remember that school will be closed on 
Monday 2nd October for a staff development day.  
We hope that you will all have a lovely long 
weekend. 

School Photos 
 
Your child has been sent home with the order forms for their school photographs.  All orders should 
be placed online and free delivery will be made to the school. 
 

mailto:info@stmacnissisps.larne.ni.sch.uk
http://www.stmacnissisps.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

There are still some flu vaccination forms to 
be returned to the school, please sign and 
return these as soon as possible. 
 
The school nursing team will be calling next 
week again to collect the rest of the forms. 

 

ParentPay  
 

Please note that all school meals should to be 
booked by 12 midnight of the previous day. 
 
If your child is entitled to free school 
meals you still need to select the days 
they wish to have meals on ParentPay 
system. 

 

Pastoral Phone Calls 
 
Pastoral phone calls from teachers will take place within the next 3 weeks. Parents will receive a 
message via the app informing them of the dates for the pastoral phone calls.  There will be no set 
schedule for these phone calls but you will be given a time frame and teachers will attempt to phone 
again if you miss the initial call.  
 
The phone call focus will be how your child is settling into their new class and routine and to share 
some targets for the term.  Please be advised that these are in addition to our annual parent teacher 
interviews (February 2024) and so will be a short five-minute update. 
 

Time to Read / Time to Count 
 
We plan to restart Time to Read and Time to Count again within the next few weeks. These 
programmes rely on volunteers who would be willing to come into school for an hour a week to 
support small groups of children with either reading or number work. 
 
Please see the links attached for more information.  There is no cost to the volunteers. They will be 
asked to attend some training before beginning (usually one hour) and complete an enhanced Access 
NI check before being allocated to school. 
  
If you would be interested, please contact the school office. 
 
 
https://www.bitcni.org.uk/programmes/time-2-count/ 
 
 
https://www.bitcni.org.uk/programmes/time-to-read/ 
 

Panto Time 
 
This year we are very pleased to welcome M&M Theatrical Productions to our school on Wednesday 
18th October, with their pantomime ‘Jack and The Beanstalk’.  Due to the rising costs of transport, 
we have decided to keep the pantomime inhouse this year.  The cost will be £6.00 per child and 
payment should be made on ParentPay between now and the 18th October 2023. 

https://www.bitcni.org.uk/programmes/time-2-count/
https://www.bitcni.org.uk/programmes/time-to-read/


 

 

 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

 
Every year the school supports Team Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal.  Your child has received a leaflet 
to take home today.  If you would like to support this appeal, please return your shoebox by Friday 27th 
October 2023 to the school office so we can arrange pick up.  More leaflets are available in the school 
office if you require them. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

PTA  
Last year the PTA raised an incredible amount of money for much needed resources within the school.  
We are currently awaiting a delivery of new laptops for our ICT Suite.  These will greatly enhance our 
ICT facilities and our children will benefit so much from them.   
Thank you to everyone for your support it is really appreciated. 
 
The PTA are getting their fundraising underway this month and your child will have received a set of 
Fireside Quiz sheets home today to sell to family and friends - £1 per entry.  Please return any completed 
sheets and money with your child and these will go into a draw with a chance of winning one of three 
cash prizes!    
 
The PTA are holding a Fancy Dress Halloween Disco on Thursday 26th October 2023.  Payment should 
be made on ParentPay and includes entrance fee and a party bag.  Come along for a spooktacular evening 
of fun and games!  
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
The School Kitchen are running an art competition for Halloween. 
 
Children should create a Halloween themed picture at home to be displayed in 
the canteen. 
 
A winner will be picked from Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 
 
We look forward to displaying lots of lovely art work. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
October 2023 
 
Monday 2nd October – Staff Development Day – School Closed for all pupils 
 
Tuesday 3rd October – Primary 4 – Visit to Larne Library 
 
Wednesday 6th October – Primary 6 – Visit to Larne Library 
 
Friday 6th October – Primary 7 – Hurling Practice with Latharna Og GAC Coach 
 
Monday 9th October – Primary 6 – Wee Critters Interactive Animal Education 
 
Monday 9th October – Friday 13th October – Book Fair Week 
 
Friday 13th October – Primary 7 Hurling Practice with Latharna Og GAC Coach 
 
Tuesday 17th October – Primary 4 – Visit to Larne Library 
 
Wednesday 18th October – M&M Theatrical Productions – Jack and the Beanstalk  
 
Thursday 19th October – Flu Vaccinations – School Nursing Team 
 
Friday 20th October – Primary 4 – Storytelling Event at Larne Library 
 
Wednesday 25th October – Primary 7 – Visit to Larne Library 
 
Thursday 26th October – PTA Halloween Disco –  5.30pm to 6.30pm P1/P2/P3/P4 
       6.45pm to 7.45pm P5/P6/P7 
 
Friday 27th October – Primary 6 – Special Assembly at 1.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
 
Should you have concerns about your own or another child inside or outside of school, this should be 
reported in the first instance to Mr Oakes (DT) or in his absence Mrs O’Broin (DDT).  
 
If you have immediate concerns outside school time (weekends, holidays, evenings) do not hesitate to call 
the Referral Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333 or 028 9442 4459 or the PSNI Central Referral Unit on 
028 9025 9299 or 101 Ext 30299. 
 
 
In St. MacNissi’s, we aim to work closely with parents/guardians in supporting all aspects of their child’s 
development and well-being.  Any concerns a parent may have will be taken seriously and dealt with in a 
professional and confidential manner.  Should you have a safeguarding concern, please follow the steps 
below. 
  

I have a concern about my child/a child’s safety 
 

I can speak to the class teacher 
 

If I am still concerned, I can talk to the Designated Teacher for Child Protection  
(Mr Oakes) or the Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection (Mrs O’Broin) 

 
If I am still concerned, I can talk/write to the chair of the Board of Governors –  

Mrs I Culleton (who can be contacted c/o the school office) 
 

If I am still concerned, I can contact the NI Public Services Ombudsman  
Tel: 0800 343 424 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nut Allergies 
 
We have several children in school who suffer from nut and other allergies.  It is important that there is 
strict avoidance to this food group in order to prevent a life-threatening allergic reaction.  Consequently, 
we must ask that you do not send nuts or nut products into school (either for healthy break or packed 
lunch).  This includes peanut paste, Nutella, all nuts and cooking oil containing peanut oil, as well as foods 
containing nuts such as cereals and muesli bars. This is particularly relevant now that children are eating 
lunches in their classrooms.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 
 
 
Some people, especially those allergic to peanuts, may have allergic reactions after eating 
lupin or foods containing ingredients from lupin 
Our school catering team have requested that parents advise if their child has an allergy 
related to this.  
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


