
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This week’s Stars are: 
 
 
P1 Amy R 
P2 Rowan D 
P3 Isla K 
P4 Ruby J 
P5 Ellie T 
P6 Leo C / Isabella M 
P7 Casey M 
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 Strike Action 
 

There is a planned full day strike action for members of all 
teaching and non-teaching unions across Northern Ireland on 
Thursday 18th January 2024.  School will be closed to pupils 
on this day.  
Refunds for any afterschool clubs will be issued. 

Drop Off and Pick Ups 
 

Please be reminded that Larne Fire Station have asked parents to refrain from using the forecourt of 
the Fire Station for drop off and pickups. We would appreciate your cooperation.  Thank you. 

Waste Free Wednesdays 
 

Our ECO Committee along with Miss Cunning are working to achieve our Eco-Schools Green Flag 
status.  The committee are introducing Waste Free Wednesdays to reduce our use of single use 
materials and to encourage more sustainable choices within our school. 
 
Every Wednesday we would ask that your child’s break and lunch contain as few items as possible that 
must be thrown away. Ideally, your child’s lunch will only contain items that will be eaten, composted, 
or recycled.  
 
Reusable containers are a handy way to pack a waste free lunch. They also make it easy to buy food 
and drink in bulk which can save money over time. We are really excited for you to join with us in this 
new initiative and to make a positive impact on our environment! 
 
 
 Food Caddy Bags  
 
Mr Lomas, our caretaker, has asked if any parents would like to donate small green caddy bags to the 
school.  This would be very much appreciated.  These can be left into the school office. 
 

mailto:info@stmacnissisps.larne.ni.sch.uk
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 Primary One Applications 
 
The EA Connect portal opens for new Primary One admissions (September 2024) on Tuesday 9th 
January https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide 
Applications close at 12 noon on Friday 26th January 2024.  It is important to note that applications 
are not considered on a first come, first served basis.   

Parent/Teacher Meetings 
 

Parent/Teacher meetings will take place throughout the week commencing Monday 5th February 2024.  
School will finish at 1pm for all pupils on Monday 5th, Tuesday 6th, Thursday 8th and Friday 9th 
February to accommodate these meetings.  These will be face to face meetings and your child’s teacher 
will be in contact to arrange a date and time. 
 
On Wednesday 7th February, school will finish at 11am to enable all staff to attend the Primary 7 
Confirmation.  There will be no lunches or dinners on this day. 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot run the afterschool clubs on this week so refunds will be issued. 

Grandparents Day 
 

As part of the Catholic Schools Week, we would like to invite grandparents or someone special to 
your child to visit our school on Friday 26th January from 9.30am to 10.30am. 
 
Tea and coffee will be served in the school assembly hall and grandparents will then have an 
opportunity to have a walk around the school visiting grandchildren on their way. 
 
Our whole school will also attend Mass on Monday 22nd January at 10am as part of our Catholic 
Schools Week celebrations. 

Smart Watches  
 
As per our Digital Device Policy, pupils should not be wearing smart watches which have voice or video 
recording features to school.  This is important to ensure the protection and safeguarding of our pupils 
and staff. 

Primary 6 Post Primary Transfer Process 
 

The Department of Education has produced a document providing advice to parents of children in P6 
on the post-primary transfer process.   
The document is available to download from the Department’s website. 
  
Advice for P6 Parents - January 2024.pdf (education-ni.gov.uk) 

 

https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/education/Advice%20for%20P6%20Parents%20-%20January%202024.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Confession, Holy Communion and Confirmation Dates 2024 
 
Please note the confirmed dates for sacraments in 2024: 
 
Monday 29th January – Primary 7 Service of Light at 7pm in St MacNissi’s Church 
 
Wednesday 7th February – Primary 7 Confirmation at 12 noon in St MacNissi’s Church 
 
Wednesday 28th February – Primary 3 First Confession at 1.30pm in St MacNissi’s Church 
 
Saturday 11th May – Primary 4 First Holy Communion at 11am in St MacNissi’s Church 
 

PTA Fundraising 
 
Our next fundraiser will take place on Thursday 1st February with a Table Quiz in the Bodega at 8pm 
– any donations for ballot prizes would be appreciated and can be left into the school office. 
 
On Friday 9th February there will be a PTA ‘Wear What You Love Day’ and pupils will be asked 
to donate £1 towards our fundraising for the whiteboards. 
 

 
On Friday 2nd February, NSPCC Number Day, we are asking our 
pupils and staff to wear an item of clothing with an item of 
clothing with a number on it and donate to support the NSPCC.  
This can be a favourite sports top, item of clothing, cap or a 
specifically designed costume. There will be a lot of fun activities 
and puzzles for the children to complete throughout the day. 
 
 



 
January 2024 
Tuesday 16th January – Primary 2 – Visit to Larne Fire Station 
 
Tuesday 16th January – Primary 5 – Visit to Larne Library 
 
Wednesday 17th January – Primary 7 – Visit to Larne Library 
 
Thursday 18th January – Strike Action – School closed for all pupils 
 
Sunday 21st January – Saturday 27th January – Catholic Schools Week  
 
Monday 22nd January – School Mass for Primary 1 to Primary 7 at 10am 
 
Thursday 25th January – Primary 4 – Special Assembly at 1.15pm 
 
Thursday 25th January – Primary 7 – Girls Indoor Football Tournament 
 
Friday 26th January – Grandparents Day – Invite to school - 9.30am to 10.30am  
 
Friday 26th January – Primary Schools Credit Union Quiz at 10.30am 
 
Monday 29th January – Primary 7 Service of Light at 7pm in St MacNissi’s Church  
 

February 2024 
Thursday 1st February – Primary 7 – Boys Indoor Football Tournament 
 
Thursday 1st February – PTA Table Quiz in the Bodega at 8pm  
 
Friday 2nd February – NSPCC – Number Day - £1 donation to NSPCC 
 
Friday 2nd February – Schools Hurling Competition 
 
Monday 5th February – 1pm finish for Parent/Teacher meetings 
 
Tuesday 6th February – 1pm finish for Parent/Teacher meetings 
 
Wednesday 7th February – 11am finish for all pupils – Primary 7 Confirmation 
 
Wednesday 7th February – Primary 7 – Sacrament of Confirmation, 12 noon in St MacNissi’s Church 
 
Thursday 8th February – 1pm finish for Parent/Teacher meetings 
 
Friday 9th February – 1pm finish for Parent/Teacher meetings 
 
Friday 9th February – PTA Wear What You Love Day - £1 donation  
 
Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February (inclusive) – Half Term Break 



 
Sunday 25th February – School Choir – Peace Proms at the SSE Arena 7pm 
 
Wednesday 28th February – Primary 3 – Sacrament of First Confession at 1.30pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
 
Should you have concerns about your own or another child inside or outside of school, this should be 
reported in the first instance to Mr Oakes (DT) or in his absence Mrs O’Broin (DDT).  
 
If you have immediate concerns outside school time (weekends, holidays, evenings) do not hesitate to call 
the Referral Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333 or 028 9442 4459 or the PSNI Central Referral Unit on 
028 9025 9299 or 101 Ext 30299. 
 
 
In St. MacNissi’s, we aim to work closely with parents/guardians in supporting all aspects of their child’s 
development and well-being.  Any concerns a parent may have will be taken seriously and dealt with in a 
professional and confidential manner.  Should you have a safeguarding concern, please follow the steps 
below. 
  

I have a concern about my child/a child’s safety 
 

I can speak to the class teacher 
 

If I am still concerned, I can talk to the Designated Teacher for Child Protection  
(Mr Oakes) or the Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection (Mrs O’Broin) 

 
If I am still concerned, I can talk/write to the chair of the Board of Governors –  

Mrs I Culleton (who can be contacted c/o the school office) 
 

If I am still concerned, I can contact the NI Public Services Ombudsman  
Tel: 0800 343 424 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nut Allergies 
 
We have several children in school who suffer from nut and other allergies.  It is important that there is 
strict avoidance to this food group in order to prevent a life-threatening allergic reaction.  Consequently, 
we must ask that you do not send nuts or nut products into school (either for healthy break or packed 
lunch).  This includes peanut paste, Nutella, all nuts and cooking oil containing peanut oil, as well as foods 
containing nuts such as cereals and muesli bars. This is particularly relevant now that children are eating 
lunches in their classrooms.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 
 
 
Some people, especially those allergic to peanuts, may have allergic reactions after eating 
lupin or foods containing ingredients from lupin. 
Our school catering team have requested that parents advise if their child has an allergy 
related to this.  
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 


