
INTRODUCING SEAG
Schools’ Entrance Assessment Group



BACKGROUND

The Specification and Format for the 
SEAG 2024 Entrance Assessment are 
identical to those used for 2023 and 
are in the ‘Guidance for Parents - 
Resources Section’ of the SEAG 
website

SEAG – FORMAT

SEAG - SPECIFICATION

All Post Primary schools using 
academic selection have signed up to 
use the test

https://seag-master-bucket.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf/963158c4-010f-4cec-97cb-bf61eb4ab363?X-Amz-Content-Sha256=UNSIGNED-PAYLOAD&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjECEaCWV1LXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQD1DdidljShtUXLRwrOY6sLeG2HIy5mtdrPEgE7e634SgIhAI%2F06KWYww24aRGh%2F1LBUFlsfAHrHE7YU3ovwv3A5bLoKv4CCCkQARoMNzU0NDAyNzg0MDE1IgzjS%2Fl9aLMQJ0cHzT8q2wICN3yZtE9zxlQPJ5jgsXMdc3gXvT4znH6L%2Fkv5RyPAbqbaiarv5YqAJo5%2FWR%2B0hqmpj5xZj82dK%2Bn2yyyolhadL2KWwAKeT%2FxS5%2FGOcBw7VljOrKQSB0jFkCQJYmFrDDyGstsogre0RGSDq%2F2rt9SBWeXDi3Ma1%2Fb3cBs3oxBbPkMzf36CLaPwij5oLEopQtAwFQyJYITvR1qgTXW%2B16IhSTXnl%2FzilB%2FNHo5QQw1gnJwPQ56EZ1KJQbAR8gflMuXgH86kvZ%2BxQcGTbw6yX9oNhKr6nJqQ0CbmlOmwFwj1MymxGFacqjVx1AvLs%2BEHR8Lc4HMZKwWXsEcUdMlI81xtEkRvqbtGO4wwpw3EBAEFBLgg0J3yexcrSYiQn7J%2FuUdiE36qg8swgT%2BGrmFlLp6osujAPKj1RCLojEKlk%2F%2Bte6kWTJXWJnuzZVh9sCsry5b4WKfPJv13REXInTC3%2FLqvBjqdAeaOtd0eY1i%2FswO63AQVytwSixI%2FVb7yvoc7LSGLBDXxHvOfIhW%2B3MteeTbw%2BFWQQmyFr%2FRVGroI1i2YQWPTfDqhLCSaw27OQo65CD7C47pEc2XsDtKM7FRmaQYOULNRwRNf6e0Awyn8jBsTCU2gY%2Bvmnv8oIAzVxfigZQ9OpyqtXqzL2DDaIWAmYlooS15iU08wz2UXPhmAxFAWPzk%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIA27JPI6MHRDNRJN5N%2F20240311%2Feu-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240311T103029Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Signature=839253e35f7070feaf5efde574f32258f462c93f0a253159379890734af093bf
https://seag-master-bucket.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf/22708714-e7ba-4220-a84f-59949fe36496?X-Amz-Content-Sha256=UNSIGNED-PAYLOAD&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjECEaCWV1LXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQD1DdidljShtUXLRwrOY6sLeG2HIy5mtdrPEgE7e634SgIhAI%2F06KWYww24aRGh%2F1LBUFlsfAHrHE7YU3ovwv3A5bLoKv4CCCkQARoMNzU0NDAyNzg0MDE1IgzjS%2Fl9aLMQJ0cHzT8q2wICN3yZtE9zxlQPJ5jgsXMdc3gXvT4znH6L%2Fkv5RyPAbqbaiarv5YqAJo5%2FWR%2B0hqmpj5xZj82dK%2Bn2yyyolhadL2KWwAKeT%2FxS5%2FGOcBw7VljOrKQSB0jFkCQJYmFrDDyGstsogre0RGSDq%2F2rt9SBWeXDi3Ma1%2Fb3cBs3oxBbPkMzf36CLaPwij5oLEopQtAwFQyJYITvR1qgTXW%2B16IhSTXnl%2FzilB%2FNHo5QQw1gnJwPQ56EZ1KJQbAR8gflMuXgH86kvZ%2BxQcGTbw6yX9oNhKr6nJqQ0CbmlOmwFwj1MymxGFacqjVx1AvLs%2BEHR8Lc4HMZKwWXsEcUdMlI81xtEkRvqbtGO4wwpw3EBAEFBLgg0J3yexcrSYiQn7J%2FuUdiE36qg8swgT%2BGrmFlLp6osujAPKj1RCLojEKlk%2F%2Bte6kWTJXWJnuzZVh9sCsry5b4WKfPJv13REXInTC3%2FLqvBjqdAeaOtd0eY1i%2FswO63AQVytwSixI%2FVb7yvoc7LSGLBDXxHvOfIhW%2B3MteeTbw%2BFWQQmyFr%2FRVGroI1i2YQWPTfDqhLCSaw27OQo65CD7C47pEc2XsDtKM7FRmaQYOULNRwRNf6e0Awyn8jBsTCU2gY%2Bvmnv8oIAzVxfigZQ9OpyqtXqzL2DDaIWAmYlooS15iU08wz2UXPhmAxFAWPzk%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIA27JPI6MHRDNRJN5N%2F20240311%2Feu-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240311T103029Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Signature=871fe4ebcbe00aae0355865537a947772ea40f729fbcdb419d39949c1699284e


ACCESS 

ARRANGEMENTS

Parental application to any of the 
schools to sit the tests

Place allocated after the online 
registration is complete

Cost of £20.00

Free School Meals are exempt



KEY POINTS

2 PAPERS ONLY,

 both papers are in an 
identical format

Clearly defined Literacy 
and Numeracy sections

Mainly Multiple Choice 
(GL style format) - some 
free response (AQE style 

format) questions 
included in both papers

Practice questions at the 
beginning of each paper- 

5 Literacy and 5 
Numeracy 

(not assessed)

A total of 56 questions 
to be completed in 60 

mins

Answers recorded on a 
separate sheet for 

digital marking





KEY POINTS

RESULTS WILL BE ACCESSED 
ON A WEBSITE

SCORES WILL BE 
STANDARDISED

LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
SCORES WILL BE AVAILABLE



UNDERSTANDING RESULTS

 The Total Standardised Age Score (TSAS) is the overall outcome from the 

Entrance Assessment, based on the 56 English (or Gaeilge) Questions in Papers 

1 and 2 and the 56 Maths questions in Papers 1 and 2. The Total SAS is the sum 

of the English SAS and the Maths SAS. The Total SAS range will be 138-282 with 

a mean (or average) of 200.

 A Standardised Age Score (SAS) takes account of a child’s age when he/she 

took the assessment, the number of correct answers and the degree of 

difficulty of the assessment.

 Outcomes are also given as one of six Bands.



CONSISTENCIES

- Appeals Process which remains free

- Re-mark service

- Paper will be provided for calculating answers 

- Time adjustments can be applied, for example: processing delays, eyesight 

problems. The application needs to be supported by evidence from the 

GP/school

- Results will be available at end of January/beginning of February



KEY DATES

- Registration OPENS Monday 20th May 2024 (8am)

- Registration CLOSES Friday 20th September 2024 (11:59pm)

- Paper 1: SATURDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2024

- Paper 2: SATURDAY 23rd  NOVEMBER 2024

We are more than happy to help you with your 
application. Please notify the school.



WHAT TO EXPECT…

 Each school day starts at 09:10 and finishes at 15:10 Monday to Friday.

There are two breaks each day, one between 11:00 and 11:30 and another 
between 12:40 and 13:40. The rest of the time is spent in lessons.

What is the total time in minutes spent in lessons during each school day?

 A 270 minutes

 B 268 minutes

 C 260 minutes

 D 248 minutes

 E 240 minutes



WHAT TO EXPECT…

 Which fraction is NOT equal to 3⁄12 ? 

 A ¼ B 2/8 C 1/9 D 4/16 E 5/20 



WHAT TO EXPECT…



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT

  P6 pupils complete at least one SEAG test a week. They will also be working 

on numeracy and literacy work of this standard during the school day.

  Pupils cover a considerable amount of numeracy and literacy, requiring 

consolidation through homework. 

  An Easter and Summer pack will help to maintain form

  Don’t worry… answers are provided! ☺

 Parents should allow pupils to complete the tasks independently. Give them a 

break while it is marked. Remember to praise your child thoroughly for all 

their efforts. Encourage your child to try and fix mistakes by themselves first 

before helping them with tricky questions.



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT

- As pupils complete the SEAG test with Mrs Baxter, I will continue with test preparation in 
class. It is important to remember that the curriculum is the context for all classroom lessons 
and the delivery and content will remain consistent for every individual in the class whether 
they are sitting the test or not.

- Preparation is the key!

- Sleep / rest (routine bedtime)

- Homework completed

- Go over tests – focus carefully on corrections

- Keep hydrated

- Exercise/fresh air breaks/outdoor time important

- Punctual to school

- Praise and comfort



FINALLY – AT HOME

 Homework – talk and set up a schedule. Make time to work one-to-one with 

absolutely no distractions. It will take much less time to complete if there are 

no distractions.

 We are currently working on test packs for you to complete over the Easter 

and Summer breaks

 Practice resources such as Corbett Maths and Mathletics – fantastic for going 

over any forgotten processes, or for consolidation purposes. Closely follows 

the curriculum. (Corbett Maths 5-a-day silver and gold questions excellent!)

 Literacy: BBC Bitesize / learn / go to primary / Northern Ireland / P6 / 

language and literacy / writing then reading section. 
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